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2(d).Transformation of a Vector from Cartesian to Spherical Polar 

We can transform any vector ˆ ˆ ˆx y zA A x A y A z  


 in Cartesian coordinates to Spherical 

polar coordinate as ˆ ˆˆrA A r A A    


. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thus 

     rzAryArxArAA zyxr ˆ.ˆˆ.ˆˆ.ˆˆ.   

     
ˆ.ˆˆ.ˆˆ.ˆˆ. zAyAxAAA zyx   

     
ˆ.ˆˆ.ˆˆ.ˆˆ. zAyAxAAA zyx   

where   

,cossin rx  ,sinsin ry  cosrz   

 and use table given below: 
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ẑ

ŷ
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ŷ

x̂ 90 

 cos 90
sin







 

 sin 90
cos









http://www.physicsbyfiziks.com
mailto:fiziks.physics@gmail.com


fiziks 
Institute for NET/JRF, GATE, IIT-JAM, M.Sc. Entrance, JEST, TIFR and GRE in Physics 

 

H.No. 40-D, Ground Floor, Jia Sarai, Near IIT, Hauz Khas, New Delhi-110016 
Phone: 011-26865455/+91-9871145498 

Website: www.physicsbyfiziks.com  | Email: fiziks.physics@gmail.com  
2 

 

Example: Transform vector ˆ ˆ ˆA xx yy zz  


 in Cartesian coordinates to Spherical polar 

coordinate as ˆ ˆˆrA A r A A    


. 

Solution: 

     ˆ ˆ ˆ ˆ ˆ ˆˆ. . . .rA A r x x r y y r z z r   


 

     sin cos sin cos sin sin sin sin cos cosrA r r r              

 2 2 2 2sin cos sin cosrA r r r         

     ˆ ˆ ˆ ˆˆ ˆ ˆ. . . .A A x x y y z z       


 

     sin cos cos cos sin sin cos sin cos sinA r r r                

 2 2sin cos cos sin sin cos 0A r r            

     ˆ ˆ ˆ ˆˆ ˆ ˆ. . . .A A x x y y z z       


 

   sin cos sin sin sin cos cos 0 0A r r r               

Thus in spherical polar coordinate ˆA r r


. 

Example: Transform vector ˆA r r


 in Spherical polar coordinate to Cartesian 

coordinates to as ˆ ˆ ˆx y zA A x A y A z  


. 

Solution: 

 ˆ ˆ ˆ. . sin cosxA A x r r x r x    


 

 ˆ ˆ ˆ. . sin sinyA A y r r y r y    


 

 ˆˆ ˆ. . coszA A z r r z r z   


 

Thus in cartesian coordinate ˆ ˆ ˆA xx yy zz  


. 
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